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CONFERENCE INTRODUCTION

As a result of a lot of hard work by your committee, we will once again be having an
excellent full program this year. Itis becoming more difficult each year as we all grow older
and loose some members and in addition the cost of holding a conference continues to
increase. We are exploring alternate possibilities as many of us are on fixed incomes and
attendance becomes difficult. Our members, supporter and friends have blessed us with an
abundance of speakers, presenters and door prizes once again to help add to, our
enjoyment. However, it is becoming more and more difficult each year to find suitable
material for the Proceeding and people willing to prepare technical presentations. Next
years Conference will be held once again in April at this same location. So please start
thing about giving a talk on something interesting you did or maybe should not have done,
preparing a paper for the Proceedings or just volunteering to help with some of the work
involved and giving the rest of us a relief. As has been said may times” this is you event, so
lets all help out. Thisis my 11 th year as Chairman and | am starting to get a little weary. So
put on you thinking caps and lets make next year and even bigger and better event for all to
attend.

An effort was made to improve our conference by carefully evaluating the critiques we
received last year. This years’ program is a result of that input.

This year we have speakers from the North East area. The Noise Figure Technical
Laboratory Session was extremely well received over the past years and has been
expanded to cover up to 50 GHz and will be in operation for half of the Conference on
Saturday afternoon along with new hands on Microwave Workshop session on Saturday
afternoon. We encourage you to bring a preamp or converter to de- bug, tune up or
measure its performance with some of the newer type test equipment. We have once
again, brought back by demand the famous “Band Rap” sessions. These sessions will
share a conference room with the Technical Laboratory for one half day each.

Arrangements were made for larger rooms this year to help with overcrowding during the
Lab sessions. This year we were able to obtain contiguous lab and seminar rooms



eliminating the short walk of last year. The Crowne Plaza Hotel continues to be extremely
accommodating with the Conference room selections and convince of the larger rooms.
Breakfast and lunch meals are available in-house for those who like to eat here and will
provide speedy service. Local offsite dining is also available nearby off-site.

We have Greg Bonaguide, WA1VUG of Rohde &Schwarz to help manage the preamp
noise figure measurement workshop (50 MHz - 50 Ghz). No antenna measurements will
be held this year. This year Dave Olean, KIWHS an old timer with this elite group, will host
VHF-SHF Trivia Quiz. Art Holmes W1RZF assisted by Dale ClementAF1T and Mikey Bergh
W1MKY have headed the Banquet Prizes. Mark Casey, KIMAP, will once again host the
Sunday morning Flea Market.

A CD ROM Proceedings book with the event schedule and many interesting articles is
included with your registration and will be presented to you when you register.

This years conference speakers and proceedings book present many new and oldie but
goodie construction articles and also deals with the application of these technical issues to
enhancing operating techniques and methods. Moonbounce, Contesting, Microwave
Projects and others are all explored in the light of advancing technology. This year’'s
proceedings journal contains several reprints of “Oldie but Goodie” articles and reprints of
noteworthy articles reprinted from various newsletters and journals worlwide. We heart fully
thank those members of the North Texas Microwave Society (NTMS), San Bernadino
Microwave Society (SBMS), San Diego Microwave Group (SDMG), Radio Society of Great
Britian (RSGB), PackRats, NorthEast Weak Signal (NEWS) Group and others for their
contributions.



